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Present:

Town Mayor – Councillor M Bennett

Councillors –, H Jowett, J Gdula, M Kerry, S Marshall-Clarke, C O’Brien, A Richardson,

J Walker & S Walker 


ORDER OF BUSINESS

	109/19
	To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received and ACCEPTED from Councillors:
G Dolman (Illness) 
L Hunt-Slade (Work commitment)

D Taylor (Work commitment)
K Wood (Family Illness)


	110/19

	To receive any declarations of interest from Members.

Declarations were received from:
Councillor John Walker declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in Agenda Item 112/19 -Planning - all items and left the meeting
Councillor Hannah Jowett declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in Agenda Item 119/19 I To receive a report regarding rental of Room 1 and left the meeting.


	111 /19
	Public Participation

None received



	112/19
	To consider any items which should be taken in exclusion of the press and public.

RESOLVED
Item 119/19 I 
To receive a report regarding rental of Room 10 be heard in exclusion of press and public because of its commercial nature



	113/19
	To hear from a representative of Derbyshire Police should one be available
No officers were available to attend the meeting. 
It was AGREED Officers would raise the following matters with the Safer Neighbourhood Team: -
Local Crime Figures -Violence

Assault on Alfreton High Street

It was AGREED to formally thank officers from the Safer Neighbourhood Team for their help in judging the Christmas Shop Display Competition.  


	114/19
	To read and consider the Minutes of the Meetings of Alfreton Town Council held on Tuesday 19th November 2019 copies have been circulated to each Member with the summons to attend the meeting; the Minutes may be taken as read.

RESOLVED
That the minutes are accepted as a correct record



	115/19
	After consideration to approve the signature of the Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 19th November 2019 by the person presiding as a correct record.

RESOLVED

That the Town Mayor, as person presiding’ signs the minutes as a correct record



	116/19
	To dispose of business, if any, remaining from the last meeting.

There was none



	117/19
	To receive and consider reports and minutes of committees.

There was none


	118/19
	To receive reports from members who may have attended Outside Bodies. 

There was none. 

	119/19

	To receive and consider additional agenda items in the order in which they have been notified.

	
	a. Alfreton Town Football Club Ticket Review
Members received an Officers’ Report following a decision taken at the Town Council held on 17 September 2019 minute 74/19 refers. Members received details of the usage of the community allocated tickets and that the Football Club is reviewing its Community Scheme
RESOLVED
That Councillors Scott Walker and Keith Wood are appointed, on behalf of the Town Council, to participate in the review as the Town Council’s representatives and they are required to report back to a future meeting of the Town Council on the progress of the review 


	
	b. To consider installation of a wildflower bed at the Mining Wheel
A request was made in September from a member of the public to create ‘friends of’ groups and install wildflower planting in and around town.

An area has been identified for a wildflower bed in front of the Mining Wheel on Chesterfield Hill.  This will be created and planted by the Town Councils Contractor at a cost of £510.28.

Permission to install this area has been sought from Amber Valley Borough Council.  

It was NOTED that The Town Council will be responsible for the maintenance of this bed with minimum annual cut and arising removed.

RESOLVED 

i. That a bed and display, as described in the report is installed and the funds are made available from to the Environment Budget for 2020/2021

ii. That the bed is maintained by Alfreton Town Council in future years



	
	

	
	c.  To consider a response to the Derbyshire Records Office change of opening hours
RESOLVED

That the Town Council expresses its concern at the reduction of this public service

d. To provide s response to the Derbyshire Safety Clean-up Project 2019/20
RESOLVED
That the Town Council participates in the scheme and undertakes an enquiry with local residents to establish points of need
e. To receive and consider a grant application from Alfreton Cricket Club for £1500

RESOLVED

That the Town Council makes a grant of £1500 

f. To consider a response to the East Midlands Railway Timetable Consultation ‘EAST MIDLANDS RAILWAYS DECEMBER 2020 TIMETABLE CONSULTATION Major changes – have your say’


All members had received a copy of the consultation document and NOTED that the consultation process ends on 14 February 2020.

Alfreton Station is affected, the details of which are shown on page 30 of the consultation document 

The consultation document poses the question:-

Will there still be direct services from Alfreton and Langley Mill to London St Pancras International during the week and at weekends?

The consultation document offers the following answer

We have no plans to continue running direct services to London from those stations. We will however maintain a morning Sheffield to Nottingham service, which will call  at these stations and allow connections from Nottingham to London St Pancras International  .

East Midlands Railways are consulting on plans that would see services provided by the company through Alfreton cut by around ten percent next year, and direct services to the capital abolished. This would bring to an end nearly fifty years of continuous services between the Town and London, dating back to 1973 when the station was opened as a Intercity Parkway station. 

A further implication of the plans to cut Intercity services through the Town is that half of the later evening services from Nottingham to Alfreton will be cut, with the last East Midlands Railway Service leaving Nottingham a little after 7:30. Furthermore the layout and stair and lift positions at Nottingham station often means a long and daunting prospect to change trains, with passengers paying an increased fare to take the easier change at Chesterfield. 

The changes were not transparent not in either the Franchise Prospectus or Abellio's bid. The footfall at the station continues to grow as does the stations catchment area. 

The proposals put forward do nothing to address the long overdue access issues at the station where promised solutions have yet to materialise.

The Town Council has invited East Midlands Railways to attend one of its meeting to discuss the proposals but have so far not received any response. 

The consultation can be found at: www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk/december2020
RESOLVED

a. That the Town Council issues an urgent press release outlining the following concerns:-

i. The proposals to cut direct service from Alfreton to London, plans which the Town Council only discovered through social media. The plan would bring to an end nearly fifty years of continuous services between the Town and London, dating back to 1973 when the station was opened as a Intercity Parkway station. 


iii. East Midlands Railways note they have no plans to continue running direct services to London from Alfreton, suggesting passengers should make connections from Nottingham to London St Pancras International.

iv.  A further implication of the plans to cut Intercity services through the Town is that half of the later evening services from Nottingham to Alfreton will be cut, with the last East Midlands Railway Service leaving Nottingham a little after 7:30. Furthermore the layout and stair and lift positions at Nottingham station often means a long and daunting prospect to change trains, with passengers charged a premium to take the easier change at Chesterfield. 

v.  The proposal is covered in what appears to be a fairly obscure consultation process smacks of East Midlands Railways, the recently appointed franchise holder, trying to ‘cover its tracks’ on its plans for Alfreton and highlights the failings of the current franchise system 

vi.  The proposals were not in either the Franchise Prospectus or Abellio's bid. 

vii.  The footfall at the station continues to grow as does the stations catchment area, the proposals put forward are short-sighted and instead of playing with the timetable, efforts would be much better invested addressing the long overdue access issues at the station where promised solutions never materialise.

viii.  Local commuters, residents, groups and councils are urged to to respond to the consultation. 


b. That the Town Council launches a campaign to raised local awareness of the proposal by involving other local Councils, local people, users of the station and commuters to respond to the consultation document which can be found at www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk/december2020  

 c. That the Town Council writes to all local MPs and the Secretary of State for Transport outlining its concerns 

g. To receive costs of Grit Bin refills 


RESOLVED

i. That a request is submitted to DCC for a grit bin on Catherine Court with first fill free if still available.  

ii. The cost for the County Council to refill a grit bin on behalf of the Town Council of £114.48, were noted.

h. To appoint an Internal Auditor 2020

RESOLVED

i. That Jo Taylor is appointed as the Internal Auditor up to the value of £500.00 from the Administration Budget 2020/2021

ii. That the costs are noted for the External Audit for 2020/21 of approximately £600.00 

iii. That support is provided by Bradley & Co for the first-year audit figures within a specified budget, suggested £500.00 from the Personnel Budget
i. To receive a report regarding rental of Room 10 (Vacant) (Matter heard in exclusion of press and public)

i. That Room 10 is advertised for rent at £262.00 per calendar month
ii. That advertising of the Room is done initially through social media and noticeboards
120/19

To authorise the signing of orders for payment November 2019 £20,663.46

RESOLVED 

That the payments are NOTED and APPROVED
121/19

To review and approve the following policies:

i. Financial Regulations

ii. Health & Safety Policy

iii. Health & Safety Rules
RESOLVED

That the above policies are NOTED and APPROVED

122/19

To consider Planning Applications and notifications

AVA/2019/1057 - Construction of single storey one bed dwelling (11 Derby Road Alfreton Derbyshire DE55 7AQ)

AVA/2019/1123 - Proposed single storey extension along with associated internal and external alterations (12A Meadow Lane Alfreton Derbyshire DE55 7EZ)
  

RESOLVED

That the Town Council offers no representations

123/19         

To consider 4 topics for communication

· Office vacancy

· Mining wheel

· Community Cleanup

· East midlands railway




MINUTES OF ALFRETON TOWN COUNCIL FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17 DECEMBER 2019 AT 7PM IN ROOM 1
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